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carry out its directions before 5 p.m. on the 17th instant. Where
the municipality has the support of a clear majority for its decision,
it will be difficult for the Government to take over the administra-
tion of a department.
In the present circumstances, a non-co-operator can continue
as member of a municipality for one reason only, namely, to in-
crease the strength of the people by every legitimate means and to
reduce the control of the Government, Where there is a majo-
rity of those who co-operate with the Government and it is not
possible to realize this aim, a non-co-operator should certainly not
continue as a member merely for creating disorder or obstructing
the proceedings. He should realize that such tactics do not increase
the strength of the people but are only a waste of time. Experience
shows us that a person who commands a majority cannot be
clamoured out of his decision. When his principles are involved,
he does not hesitate to make the fullest use of his majority. The
rule of majority yields excellent results in matters in which no
fundamentals are involved. Where, however, fundamentals are
involved, the convention of bowing to a majority leads to
society's decline. It is, therefore, desirable that we continue
members of only those municipalities in which we command a
majority.
Let us examine the present situation from this angle. One way
to prevent the control of education from passing into the hands of
the Government, as also to cut short all argument with it, is to
entrust the administration of education to the national institu-
tion in each town and to subsidize It with grants. A municipality
has the power to make such grants. If this can be done, the Gov-
ernment's taking over the education department will be of little
significance. It will not get control over the present students,
who will remain self-reliant. The Government administrator may
start new schools if he so chooses. No citizen will prevent him.
From where, however, will the Government get the children to
attend its new schools? We believe that all children who want
schooling are already attending the existing municipal schools.
Again, the Government will face difficulties in financing its new
department. The municipalities will never sanction the expen-
diture of their own free will. The Government will have, there-
fore, to distrain upon the municipalities every time they need the
money. This, again, will lead to ultimate discomfiture of the Gov-
ernment.
The second way, if the Government appoints its adminis-
trator, is that the municipality should advise the school-teachers